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STEAMING RISK ASSESSMENT 
EXPLANATORY NOTES 

 
This is an assessment of the possible risks associated with using Propress steamers. It 
consists of two parts: 
 

• A generic risk assessment covers the risks that are likely to be relevant to 
steaming at any workplace. 

 
• A site-specific risk assessment enables any special risks that may apply to 

steaming in your own workplace to be identified and controlled. 
 
 

How to use 
the generic 

risk 
assessment 

1. Check to see if each of the risk control measures is in force at 
your workplace. 

2. If so, tick the column marked 'E' for Existing. 

3. If not, tick the column marked 'A' for Action required. 

4. When the action required has been taken, enter the date in the 
date column. 

5. Matrix - Using it is as simple as any other matrix: You look for 
where both of your criteria meet to get your risk rating and 
enter the results into the last column. 

 

 

How to 
complete the  
site-specific 

risk 
assessment 

1. Consider the special risks that may apply to using a steamer at 
your own workplace. These may relate to:  

2. the work environment.  
3. the materials/products being steamed. 

4. the people who are operating the steamer or who have 
access to the work area. 

5. Record these and the people at risk, in the first two columns. 

6. Record the special measures that are in place, or need to be, 
in order to control these risks. 

7. Enter the date when the action identified has been taken. 

8. Matrix - Using it is as simple as any other matrix: You look for 
where both of your criteria meet to get your risk rating and 
enter the results into the last column. 

 
 
There are spaces for the person completing the assessment to sign and date it and for his/her 
manager to sign and approve it. There is also space to enter a date when the most significant 
findings from the assessment will be brought to the attention of those who are likely to be 
affected by having a steamer at your workplace. 
 
Finally, there is space to enter a date to review the risk assessment. It is good practice to 
review it periodically to ensure that it is still valid. It is also good practice to retain a copy on 
file so that it is available for any Health & Safety inspections. 


